
WRITE OR DIE

· You are never too young or inexperienced to write a novel.

· No need to attend writing classes/workshops – they help enhance your writing, but not how to write

· Necessary for writers: love for reading

· No need for degrees

· Dispel the notion that only writers who have “paid their dues” can write a novel.

SHORT STORY VS. NOVEL

· Short story: one main idea, 7500 words or less

· Novel: One or more themes

· A genre novel is not necessarily harder to write than a realist novel.

PREPARATIONS

· Read a variety of novels – not only what you like

· Expose yourself to other approaches and methodologies

· Write the stuff you prefer to read

· Try to understand what makes an engaging novel work

· Write short fiction, vignettes and character sketches to exercise your writerly muscles

· Don’t worry about people not reading what you want to write

· Increase your vocabulary

· Learn how to state and re-state

CHARACTERS

· Character is paramount – the most important thing in the novel.

· Characters must be memorable: what they do, how they think, how they relate to each other, how others relate to them

· Story is the vehicle for your character, regardless of theme and genre

· Primary, secondary and tertiary character

· No plot, no novel – no need for a fully fleshed-out plot, just an idea on how the story goes

STORY STRUCTURE

Classical Structure
1. Rising Action ( Complication – complications that create conflict 

2. Crisis – the choice that is made between two equally interesting choices; creates tension in the novel.

3. Climax – point of no return; involves the main premise

4. Falling action ( Resolution – how the story is resolved

· Create a working outline or sequence guide – could be a list, storyboards, post-its, formal

· Research your story

· Verisimilitude – life like 

· Read a lot

· The telling detail – a small part of the story that is true to life and gets the real details, and gives a “real” touch to the story

· Employ your power of your observation

· Be inventive

· Have a goal – 50K words in a month for NaNoWriMo

· Allocate disciplined writing time

· Your time must be inflexible

· Do not leave your chair unless you reach your quota – remember, your brain will give you all the reasons not to work.

· Think like a guerilla
· Engage in guerilla writing to make up for lost time

· Useful for sketching, sequence, plot development, note taking

· Spur of the moment writing

· Write when you can, have really small goals

· Write without editing

· Stop when you must

ACTUAL WRITING:

· Dispel the notion of writer’s block – there is no such thing as writer’s block
· The real reason for writer’s block is that the writer is too bored, too lazy or too uncommitted.

· Counter laziness or tedium

· Be responsible

· Learn how to write under pressure

· Talent vs. Craft ( a novel is a combination of both

· Do not rely on inconsistent bursts of inspiration

· Learn how to jumpstart yourself.

· Read through previous text before writing

· Consult your working outline

· Feel free to skip around; no need to write in sequence.

· Do not edit – yet. There is time for editing.

POLISHING:

· Step away from the novel, then go back

· Do not fall in love with your text, be your worst critic

· Understand that what you have created is a FIRST DRAFT.

· Edit as needed, cut as necessary

· The priority is considering how the story is best delivered, not your authorial ego.

PUBLISHING:

· Submit your edited manuscript to publishers

· Rejection is a part of the writers lot

· Do not get discouraged

· Find ways to improve

· Do not let any critic get you down. Always pick up the pen.

Dean Alfar’s Blog: http://deanalfar.blogspot.com
LitCritters: http://groups.google.com/group/litcritters
